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SHIPS UNDER CONSTRUCTION at Bath Iron Works.
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The Audacity

The proposed bill would: 

Ôextend tax breaks for Bath Iron Works (BIW) set to expire in 2018

ÔSince the late-1990s, BIW received up to $3.5 million annually in 
tax breaks, totaling ~ $197 million 

ÔGeneral Dynmics owns BIW.  GD had $3 Billion in profits in 
2016

ÔTheir argument:  GD/ BIW needs the tax break to stay competitive



The Competitor

Ingalls Shipyard 

Pascagoula, Mississippi



A Race to the Bottom 

Poverty Statistics 2017

Mississippi Maine
Population 2,892,894 1,295,971

# in Poverty 602,768 161,749

Poverty Rate

Overall:   20.8%   12.5%

Ranked 51st 21st 

Children: 29.4%  16.6% 

Ranked 50th 24th 

Hunger & Food Insecurity  18.7% 16.4% 

Ranked: 51st 45th
Source: talkpoverty.org



The Billõs Sponsors

State Rep. Jennifer DeChant, State Sen. Eloise Vitelli

Democrat ɬBath Democrat, District 23 



The Chronology      November 20

1ÏÖËÌɯ(ÚÓÈÕËɀÚɯProvidence Journal Article  By Alex Nunes 

The buyback #will rise to $14.4 Billion as more info becomes available



November 27  First Peace Report Video by Will Griffin 



November 30  Petition legislators

Tell Your Maine Legislators to Reject

General Dynamics' Request for 

$60 Million



December 3   
Organizing Meeting

Decided to organize a campaign

Commitment:

Letters to the Editor & Op Eds



December 21 First Op Ed 

Corporate Tax Cuts: From DC to Augusta



January 10     LD 1781

Maine State Legislature 
assigns the Bill a number 

It is clear the the bill is 
written by BIW lawyers/ 
lobbyists 



December 7  The Historian

ÔOrlandlo Delogu, professor 
emeritus school of law, University 
of Southern Maine 

ÔOrlando sued in 1997 after 
ÓÌÎÐÚÓÈÛÖÙÚɯɯÈ××ÙÖÝÌËɯ&#ɀÚɯȜƕƝƛɯ
million tax break 



January 15     Opinions Matter 

Ô.ÙÓÈÕËÖɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ.×ÐÕÐÖÕɯ/ÐÌÊÌɯÈ××ÌÈÙÚɯÐÕɯ3ÏÌɯ%ÖÙÌÊÈÚÛÌÙɯȹÈɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙɯ
free weekly newspaper)  

Ô!ÙÜÊÌɯɁÉÖÖÚÛÚɂɯÛÏÐÚɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌɯÖÕɯ%ÈÊÌÉÖÖÒɯ

Ô In the end, Orlando will lose his column at The Forecaster



January 23  Momentum

Six weeks after the 
organizing meeting 

30 letters and op-eds 
are published in a 
dozen newspapers



January 30   Taxation Committee Hearing 

ÔMajority of speakers oppose LD 
1781

ÔPrior bill discussed needed funds 
for the DOT to fix roads, bridges, 
rails and ports.

Ô33% of bridges in Maine are in 
deficient condition.



February 4   Independent Journalism



February 9   First Taxation Committee Work Session 

John Fitzgerald , Vice President at Bath 
Iron Works 

Ô LegislatorȯɯɯɯɁ"ÈÕɯÞÌɯÈÜËÐÛɯ!(6ɀÚɯ
books?

Ô FitzgeraldȯɯɁ(ÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÈɯÊÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌɯ
to answer that question. What would 
àÖÜɯÈÚÒɯÛÏÌɯÈÜËÐÛÖÙɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËȳɂ

Ô Legislator:  Ɂ(ɯÕÌÌËɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯ
ËÐÚÊÓÖÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÍÐÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÕàȭɂɯɯ

Ô FitzgeraldȯɯɁ3ÏÌɯÈÕÚÞÌÙɯÐÚɯÕÖȱɯ%ÖÙɯ
us to be punished because our owner 
ÏÈÚɯÊÈ×ÐÛÈÓɯÚÌÌÔÚɯÜÕÑÜÚÛȵɂ



February 10    Where is the Solidarity?

!ÙÜÊÌɯÈÕÕÖÜÕÊÌÚɯÏÐÚɯÏÜÕÎÌÙɯÚÛÙÐÒÌɯÐÕɯÚÖÓÐËÈÙÐÛàɯÞÐÛÏɯ,ÈÐÕÌɀÚɯ
children living in poverty 



February 12    Hunger Strike Begins

Visit to the Machinists Union Hall 
to share leaflets 

Bruce shares that the campaign is 
not aimed at BIW workers

Workers show him The 
Bollardarticle.  They understand



February 14    Ash Wednesday

ÔAnnual Catholic Worker 
Lenten vigil begins 
(Smilinɀɯ3ÙÌÌÚɯ
Disarmament Farm)

ÔBIW vice president John 
Fitzgerald stops by to 
chat



February 23   Solidarity from Jeju Island 



March 1   Mainstream News wakes up 

The Portland Press 
Herald covers the 
campaign 


