Organizing in Maine

Anatomy of a Campaign to Challenge the
Military Industrial Complex




November 16 , 2017 The Opportunity

Lawmakers to weigh bill extending BIW tax breaks

November 16, 2017

BY NATHAN STROUT
Times Record Staff

SHIPS UNDER CONSTRUCTION at Bath Iron Works.
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The Audacity

The proposed bill would:
O extend tax breaks for Bath Iron Works (BIW) set to expire in 2018

O Since the late1990s, BIW received up t0$3.5 million annually in
tax breaks, totaling ~$197 million

O General Dynmics owns BIW. GD had $3 Billion in profits in
2016

O Their argument: GD/ BIW needs the tax break to stay competitive
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The Competitor
Ingalls Shipyard
Pascagoula, Missi




A Race to the Bottom
Poverty Statistics 2017

Mississippi Maine
Population 2,892,894 1,295,971
# in Poverty 602,768 161,749
Poverty Rate
Overall: 20.8% 12.5%
Ranked 51st 21st
Children: 29.4% 16.6%
Ranked 50t 248
Hunger & Food Insecurity 18.7% 16.4%

Ran ked i 5 1St 45th source: talkpoverty.org
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State Rep. JennifeDeChant, State Sen. Eloise Vitelli

Democrat ¢ Bath Democrat, District 23




The Chronology = November 20

General Dynamics’ stock buybacks
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11 OE| w( RIdidedde Fourndrticle By Alex Nunes
The buyback #will rise to $14.4 Billion as more info becomes available



November 27 First Peace Report Video by Will Griffin
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November 30 Petition legislators

Tell Your Maine Legislators to Reject

General Dynamics' Request for
$60 Million




December 3
Organizing Meeting

Decided to organize a campaign

Commitment:
Letters to the Editor & Op Eds




December 21  First Op Ed

The Times Record

Think locally.

R

Mideoast Maine’s Only Dally Newspaper

Corporate Tax Cuts: From DC to Augusta




January 10 LD 1781

Maine State Legislature
assigns the Bill a number

It is clear the the bill is
written by BIW lawyers/
lobbyists




December 7 The Historian

O Orlandlo Delogu, professor
emeritus school of law, University
of Southern Maine
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January 15 Opinions Matter
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O In the end, Orlando will lose his column at The Forecaster



January 23 Momentum

Six weeksafter the
organizing meeting

3

lettersand op-eds
re published in a
dozen newspapers




January 30 Taxation Committee Hearing

O Majority of speakers oppose LD
1781

Il discussed needed funds
e DOT to fix roads, bridges,
rails and ports.

O Prior

33% of bridges in Maine are in
deficient condition.




February 4 Independent Journalism

FEBRUARY 2018 * FREE

Tax breaks for BIW,
World War Il for us

Robin Rage on love and marriage Feasting at Becky's Pirates & Plowmen
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February 9 First Taxation Committee Work Session

John Fitzgerald, Vice President at Bath
Iron Works
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February 10  Where is the Solidarity?
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children living in poverty

Maine tax

For us o be punished
because our owner has

capital seems unjust!™
BIW's Jobn

scam alert!
$45
million
tax

43k
children
in poverty




February 12  Hunger Strike Begins

Visit to the Machinists Union Hall
to share leaflets

Bruge shares that the campaign is
not aimed at BIW workers

Workers show him The
Bollardarticle. They understand




February 14 Ash Wednesday
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February 23  Solidarity from Jeju Island




March 1 Mainstream News wakes up

The Portland Press
Herald covers the
campaign




